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HISTORY OF THE BIOMETRIC SCHOOL OF STATISTICS 
AND ITS INFLUENCES ON THE SOCIAL SCIENCES 
By B.J. Norton 
Dept. of Statistics, University College London 
Gower St., London WClE 6BT, England 
This project studies the emergence of the modern discipline 
of statistics and its assimilation into the social sciences, 
making extensive use of the unpublished papers of Karl Pearson, 
who, as founder of the first university department of statistics 
(at University College London) was extremely influential in 
shaping the mathematical and methodological aspects of the 
social sciences over a number of decades. 
The underlying rationale for the project is the belief that 
it will be possible to acquire a valuable new perspective on the 
currently unsettled states of statistical and sociological 
methodology through a series of case studies of their historical 
genesis. The series includes studies of the emergence of sta- 
tistics in a biometric context and a comparison of this process 
with the ways in which the social sciences developed their 
statistical methodologies; the positivistic methodology implicit 
in classical Pearsonian biometry and of its possible assimilation 
into the social sciences through Pearson's teaching; and of the 
issues involved in the Mendelian-biometric debate over the 
proper modes for scientific explanation. It is proposed also 
to investigate the reciprocal relations that existed between 
the growth of biometry and contemporary social thought. 
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SEKI'S COLLECTED WORKS 
Kazuo Shimodaira writes as follows about the problems in 
preparing and publishing Seki’s collected works (abstracted in 
HM 2, 102): 
“Takakazu Seki’s works covered many fields of mathematics. 
Eminent Japanese mathematicians, such as Dairoku Kikuchi (1855- 
1917; President of Tokyo University, Minister of Education, etc.), 
Tsuruichi Hayashi (1873-1935; Dean of the Science Department of 
Tohoku University), Matsusaburo Fujiwara (1881-1946), Yoshio 
Mikami (18751950), and many others tried to compile Seki’s 
whole works, but without success because of the amount of material 
and the difficulties in understanding methods so different from 
the modern ones. Many publishing companies planned to publish 
the works, but because they were written in the old Japanese 
style they found it too expensive. Other obstacles were doubts 
about his authorship of some works and the possibility that 
other works would be found. In fact, Jinro Maeyama found a new 
one in 1960. 
“Dr. Akira Hirayama, after asking many publishers, finally 
in 1968 found one that was willing. Then it took six years to 
carry through the project . 
“Almost all foreign scholars in this field seem to know of 
Seki’s works by reading Yoshio Mikami’s A History of Japanese 
Mathematics (1914) and articles by him and others. But to my 
regret this book and many articles on Seki in English had not a 
few wrong expositions and opinions, since they were published 
more than 60 years ago, when research on Seki was just beginning.” 
HISTORY OF GRAPH THEORY 
P.J. Federico is engaged in a work on the history of graph 
theory up to 1900. First drafts of sections dealing with 
Hamiltonian circuits, Kirkman, and Tait’s theorems and conjec- 
tures are completed, and sections on trees, enumeration, and 
chemical molecules are under way. The author (3634 Jocelyn 
St. N.W., Washington, D.C. 2001s) is willing to send copies to 
persons who would consider sending him criticisms and suggestions. 
HISTORY OF LATTICE THEORY 
Herbert Mehrtens, Universitrt Hamburg, Dissertation on “The 
prehistory and establishment of lattice theory.” Supervisor, 
Professor C.J. Scriba, Berlin. 
The dissertation is planned to cover the period up to 1938. 
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In connection with the dissertation some methodological and 
historico-sociological studies are planned. The author would 
be very grateful for information from those involved in the 
development of lattice theory in the 1930's, and especially for 
recollections of the impression that lattice theory made on 
mathematicians not directly concerned with the subject. Please 
write to: Herbert Mehrtens, Universitgt Hamburg, Institut fiir 
Geschichte der Naturwissenschaften, 2 Hamburg 13, Moorweidenstr. 
19, West Germany. 
POST-VEDANG PRE-HELLENISTIC DATA IN JAINA ASTRONOMY 
Sajjan Singh Lishk expects to complete this year a doctoral 
thesis entitled "Mathematical analysis of post-Ved5ng pre- 
Hellenistic data in Jaina astronomy," at Panjabi University, 
Patiala, India under the supervision of Dr. S.D. Sharma. He 
would be glad for others having similar interest to write him 
at P.O. Kanjla, via Dhuri (P.B.), India. 
HISTORY OF MATH FOR TWO-YEAR COLLEGES 
Under the direction of Phiiip M. Cheifetz, Coordinating 
Director of Special Projects of the Mathematics Association of 
Two-Year Colleges and its journal, the MAYTIC Journal, a series 
of monographs is planned, of which the first will be a short 
history of mathematics for the use of two-year college students. 
Writers are needed and should communicate with Mr. Cheifetz, 
c/o Nassau Community College, Department of Mathematics and 
Computer Science, Garden City, New York 11350. 
BIOGRAPHY OF SONYA KOVALEVSKI 
In the Mathematical Intelligencer, number 8 (1974) Springer 
Verlag reports requests for reprinting of the English biography 
of Sonya Kovalevski, but they do not wish to do SO "without some 
feedback from our readers as to the interest and desirability 
of the project." [Send feedback to them at 1 Berlin 33, Heidel- 
berger Platz 3.1 Also they would like to combine the reprint 
with "a new and thorough biography," but they do not know who 
might undertake such a task. Any takers? [There are sources, 
both secondary (partially listed in May's Bibliography) and 
primary (especially in the Mittag-Leffler Institute near 
Stockholm).] 
